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Summary of the Story
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Spectators, is a novel written by Jennifer Dubois, and it spans the history of New York City beginning from 1980 to1985 (Dubois, 2019). In this story, many controversial aspects that represent the culture of different persons in the community have been examined. The gay community was common in New York in the 1980s, and it sparked a lot of perceptions from the public who had mixed perceptions on it. As such, the gay community was attributed to be the cause of AIDS, which was responsible for the deaths of many people. The author’s explanations concerning AIDS among the gay people makes it possible to conclude that the community was scared since it was slowly killing many people. Moreover, extramarital relationships, violence, and genocide have also critically examined suggesting that this was a queer culture (Dubois, 2019). For that reason, this story challenges our perceptions regarding our take on some controversial aspects that happen daily in society as we ask ourselves what we choose to look, talk and why. 
My Understanding of the Story
Upon reading the story, I have understood that the prevalence of HIV/AIDS was triggered by the gay community who engaged in sexual relations without protection. Health in this era became an issue of public concern since people were encouraged to visit healthcare facilities to be tested. I also have developed an understanding that the condition was associated with specific symptoms that resulted to death of the victims. As such, symptoms such as weight loss, swollen lymph nodes in case of weak immune body systems, anal fissure among others were common among the patients (Dubois, 2019). Therefore, this is the era that HIV/AIDS began becoming a global problem against human beings. It is ironical that people knew, experienced and witnessed the symptoms yet they took no precautions. As hinted in the story, they continued seeing many funerals and sufferings, yet they never considered changing their life versions. 
Most Interesting Passage
‘‘CAUSES OF DEATH, proximate:
Suicide, in ones or twos.
Homicide, like the man in Italy who shot his family because they’d come down with what turned out to be the flu.
Failure of the pancreas.
Aspiration of mucus into the lungs.
Organ failure, complete’’.
This passage is very insightful since it enables the reader to understand the entire story. The passage shows all the health complications that finally killed the victims since the symptoms were directly related to HIV/AIDS. According to my understanding of the story, the killer disease was associated to many other conditions which ended up affecting the body organs completely. In addition, this passage has enabled me to make a specific claim that society in this era was conservative thus being reluctant towards change. Despite people being aware of the disease, they continued going into clubs in the name of mourning their friends who had died (Dubois, 2019). On the same note, they made terrible jokes instead of thinking of ways to change their ways. For that reason, it is possible to conclude that this is an ignorant society which was not willing to be flexible to save their lives and those of other people.
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